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“GLASS LIKE UNTO CRYSTAL” 


The History and Mystery of English hand-made GLASS, with some reference 
to the House Thomas Webb and Sons have built to surround its manufacture 


with the beautiful in Nature and Art at Dennis Hall Works, Stourbridge. 


Norton Park, Edinburgh. 


“AS CLEAR AS CRYSTAL” 
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T HERE is a wealth of charm about cut crystal. 

Webb’s crystal which, as well as possessing the fascinating quality 
of being entirely hand-made, represents the story of one of England's 
most romantic commercial enterprises. As an historical romance the 
manufacture of crystal dates back at least to the middle of the fifteenth 
century when the Duke of Buckingham manufactured flint and crystal 
glass at Savoy House and employed a number of Venetian workmen in 
A.D. 1670, though authentic records of window-glass date back to 
FIDL, MSS). 


In crystal glass, English manufacturers are, as they always have been, 
unrivalled, and Stourbridge is, and has been down the years, the 


headquarters of the table and ornamental glass manufacture of England. 


The works of Thomas Webb and Sons, Dennis Park, or “The Platts” 
as it was originally called, are an example of a manufactory in a Garden 
of Eden setting. An ancient Cedar of Lebanon flourishes here to-day 
as it flourished over 300 years ago—still the roof-tree of the art and 
artistry that has built up so surely and magnificently the world-wide 
reputation of English crystal from which the name of Webb is inseparable. 
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BRITISH CRYSTAL GLASSWARE. 

A writer in the Art-Union of 1846 referring to Mr. Webb's 
activities at “The Platts’ (Dennis Park), describes these works even in 
those days as “completely free from all the disagreeable ideas usually 
associated with the object. Cleanliness and comfort were apparent 


everywhere, the work people healthy and content, while even so adjacent 


to furnaces ever burning, Nature is not only permitted to wear the garb 
of refreshing green, but lawns and trees and elegant parterres exhibit 
that taste and care for the beautiful which cannot fail to influence the 


” 


presiding mind of the place... 
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A photograph of Dennis Park shows the historic old house and the 
famous tree in these wonderful grounds that have been the stage-setting 


of Webb’s romantic industrial achievement. 


ART IN CRYSTAL. 


In this branch of glass‘making, which stands by itself, there is a 
distinct architectural feeling and taste. The adamantine purity of 
crystal and the gorgeous light that shimmers and glints through its mass, 
are fascinatingly lovely things—diamonds, bosses, and cabochons cut out 
by the wheel reveal that deft craftsmanship and artistry can accomplish 


on glass that which a painter achieves on his canvas. 


A crystal engraver must of necessity be an artist with a knowledge 
of anatomy, and above all must be able to apply his craft to suit the 
nature of the material on which he is engaged. Crystal has a depth, a 
materiality and a fleshy aspect which the sensitive craftsman knows just 
how to reveal by the forms and decorations he employs. In addition 
to this, crystal has, like the diamond, the property of breaking up natural 
light, and Webb's crystal by reason of its masterly perfection and sheer 
beauty of design and treatment has a paramount claim on connoisseurs 


and beauty-lovers. 


Crystal glass is a silicate of lead and potash, and owes its brilliance 
and density to the lead oxide, its hardness and clarity to the sand, and 
its purity of color and translucency to the potash, and Webb’s hand-made 
crystal in particular owes its immense superiority over the cheaper types 
of articles produced by machinery, to the old and conservative method 


of its production.. The materials employed in its composition are of 
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the very best procurable and are selected and prepared with infinite care. 
The Pots, or Crucibles, in which the molten glass is contained, are 
fashioned of Stourbridge fireclay, specially seasoned and prepared,—-a 
clay which has been proved the finest in the world for the purpose. 


The glassmakers themselves are highly trained men, and the articles 
they produce are wrought and fashioned entirely by hand, without any 
mechanical aids, the tools and appliances they use to-day being as few 


and as simple and as old as the art of glass-making itself. 


-A workman has to pass through four grades before he attains the 
position of a master glassmaker. As a boy he is a “Taker-In,” then he 
becomes a Footmaker (or “Gatherer”) from which he rises to the job 
of “Servitor,” and thence to a fully qualified Workman. It is virtually 
25 years of apprenticeship to produce this fully qualified and perfect 


workman. 


Webb's crystal, owing to the large amount of red lead which it 
contains is remarkable for its dazzling brilliancy and sparkle, as well as 
for its weight and bell-like resonance. It is also renowned for its perfectly 
rounded edge which is proof against chipping as well as being of velvet 


smoothness to the touch. 


The great difference between Webb’s crystal and glass of foreign 
manufacture lies in the former’s toughness, elasticity and strength which 
can only be achieved by the gradual shaping and expanding, heating and 
re-heating to which English hand-made crystal is subjected during the 


process of its manufacture. The proof of this is that for years Webb’s 
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have supplied the table glass for use on the Dreadnoughts, other than 
this specially annealed hand-made glass being shivered by the violent 


reverberations. 


Foreign glass which contains little or no red lead, is dull and lifeless 
by comparison, produces a flat tinny sound when struck and is brittle 


and easily broken in daily use. 


SOME SPECIMENS 
“Gentlemen—The King.” 


A King George Port of magnificently-cut and glittering crystal is 
“a thing of beauty and a joy for ever.” It intrigues the imagination and 
transports the beholder to the Royal banquet-board “where bright the 
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lights shone o’er fair women and brave-men,” while a sherry glass made 
for the Queen Victoria Coronation Suite exhibits in its exquisite elegance 
the splendor and dignity of English Court scenes in the days of crinolines, 


and.adds another laurel to the name of Webb. 


A wonderful example of the glass wizard’s art is revealed in a specimen 
of cut crystal which boasts no less than 666 diamonds to the square inch 
—the wheel used in cutting this particular marvel being so tiny as to be 


almost invisible to the naked eye, positively a pinhead wheel. 


An antique, engraved liqueur glass with an air pattern stem 
resembling crystal tears, is a thing so exquisitely elegant and beautiful one 


understands the ardour and enthusiasm of the crystal collector. 


A five-piece wine-glass is truly a gem of gems and a masterpiece of 
craftsmanship, representing as it does the incredible feat of having been 
blown and its five sections joined together in lines of perfect harmony 


while in a semi-molten state. 


A specimen reproduction of Nature’s pure rock crystal fashioned 
in elaborate design intrigues the lover of antique methods and artistry. 
Wine glasses in limpid green engraved with clusters of grapes and vine-leaf 
trails, serve the dual purpose of doing honor both to Bacchus and Webb, 


while clear ruby glasses burn warmly with their own imprisoned flame. 


USEFUL AND ORNAMENTAL. 


Wine-glasses are facile mediums for the display of artistic skill and ingenuity 
—their model is culled from Nature—the flowers of the field holding in 


their cups the dew of heaven. 
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A. WONDERFUL RANGE. 


Thomas Webb and Sons are inimitable and enlightened manufacturers 
whose one standard is excellence, and no article is sent out into the world 
from their manufactory without a claim to purity of character and 


ornamental, as well as useful, qualifications. 


The range of Webb's crystal is as wide as it is diverse. The 
reproduction of a Grecian vase (shown on cover) by Palme engraved 
with a hunting scene and mounted on a massive base cut from a solid 


f 
{ 


block of crystal, serves as a rare and graceful foil to a Georgian Punch 
Bowl of splendidly bold and massive proportions, its set of heavy 
“rummers” completing a crystal conception of use and beauty and 


magnificence that could only be expressed by Webb. 


Page Nine 


APE Z 
( 


4 
(Webb) ON EVERY PIECE 
Verp> 


YOUR GUARANTEE 


The gamut of crystal covers an immense range—gorgeously glittering 
cut-crystal lamps—candlesticks in rare and elegant design of very old 
Anglo-Venetian combining characteristic British usefulness with Venetian 
delicacy of coloring—cut crystal cigarette boxes—cut crystal dinner-bells 
with babbling silver tongues like miniature carillons—bonbon stands for 
delightful guests at delightful dinner parties—tiny iced coffee cups— 
intimate, exquisite, conjuring those romantic moments between dances 
when Adam waits upon Eve’s lightest wish—powder boxes, glitteringly 


beautiful, to hold the aforesaid Eve's ‘Schoolgirl Complexion...” 


But the bulk of their business to-day is in suites of Crystal for everyday 
use, the table Goblet Sets—shapely goblets to contain ‘the liquid which 
God brews for all his children, the precious essence of life, the pure cold 
water with Jugs gleaming in the sunlight veritably things of beauty 
then for those who desire to use the “wine that maketh glad the heart 
of man’ the shapes, sizes and designs are simply legion in not only drinking 
vessels, but in the Decanters, stoppered Jugs and shapely Bottles, also 
Fruit Salad, Dessert, and Supper Sets in a thousand-and-one designs and 


shapes. 


Dainty suites for the toilet table also form an important branch 
embracing not only the usual small Powder Boxes, but the great Bath 
Powder Puff Boxes and the bejewelled Scent Bottles, Candlesticks, Ring 
and Comb and Brush Trays. 


Then cased goods are now prominent in the shape of rare, heavily cut 
Salt Cellars, Serviette Rings, Cocktail Glasses and Shakers etc. 
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But probably few items figure more largely than Flower Holders 

in every conceivable form and shape, from perfectly plain blown crystal 

H miniatures to Trumpet Vases 42 in. in height—superbly tall Vases built 
for Australian Waratahs. Of course, no table is complete without them 


in a land like ours where the wild flowers are more wonderful and beautiful 


than the cultivated specimens, the demand for variety is enormous, and 
no house fills it better than Thomas Webb & Sons of Dennis Park Works, 


} the proprietors of which to-day are Webbs Crystal Glass Coy. Limited ot 
London, who also own the Edinburgh & Leith Flint Glass Coy. of Norton 
Park Works, Edinburgh. 


It is by the dexterity and manipulative ability of the individual 
workmanship as expressed by Webb's that English crystal to-day sets the 
highest standard of perfection and beauty in the world. 
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